ANDROCLES AND THE LION

like Ananias and Sapphira, you try to hold back your little shop
or what not from the common stock, represented by the Trust,
or Combine, or Kartel, the Trust will presently freeze you out
and rope you in and finally strike you dead industrially as thor-
oughly as St Peter himself. There is no longer any practical
question open as to Communism in production: the struggle to-
day is over the distribution of the product: that is, over the daily
dividing-up which is the first necessity of organized society.

REDISTRIBUTION

Now it needs no Christ to convince anybody today that our
system of distribution is wildly and monstrously wrong. We
have million-dollar babies side by side with paupers worn out
by a long life of unremitted drudgery. One person in every five
dies in a workhouse, a public hospital, or a madhouse. In cities
like London the proportion is very nearly one in two. Naturally
so outrageous a distribution has to be effected by violence pure
and simple. If you demur, you are sold up. If you resist the sell-
ing up you are bludgeoned and imprisoned, the process being
euphemistically called the maintenance of law and order. Iniquity
can go no further. By this time nobody who knows the figures
of the distribution defends them. The most bigoted British Con-
servative hesitates to say that his king should be much poorer
than Mr Rockefeller, or to proclaim the moral superiority of
prostitution to needlework on the ground that it pays better.
The need for a drastic redistribution of income in all civilized
countries is now as obvious and as generally admitted as the need
for sanitation.

SHALL HE WHO MAKES, OWN?

It is when we come to the question of the proportions in which
we are to redistribute that controversy begins. We are bewil-
dered by an absurdly unpractical notion that in some way a man's
income should be given to him, not to enable him to live, but as
a sort of Sunday School Prize for good behavior. And this folly
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